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cAli Khan 'Alamglrshahl who was a veteran and had great
experience of warfare. The latter is reported to have said: "In
the interest of our men, it is advisable to retire." Others also
seconded this view. Then the Prince addressed them thus:
<cYou have had your say, now hear mine. I, with my wife and
two sons here, am not going to leave this place so long as
breath is left in us.... You are free to do as you like." On
hearing this they all agreed to continue the siege and put up
with any hardship or calamity that might befall them.1

When news was brought to Aurangzib at Sholapur, that
Prince A'zam was determined to continue the siege, whatever
might happen, he summoned Ghaziu3d-Din Khan Firuz Jang,,
considering him to be the most suitable person to undertake
a hazardous task, and directed him to march to A'zam's
relief. His brother Mujahid Khan and others agreed to ac-
company him. Before Firuz Jang started on the expedition,
the Emperor presented him with a robe of honour, a Fish
Standard (Mahi Maratib), four flags and an elephant. He
was also given the rare privilege of touching the feet and
hands of the Emperor.2

They set out with twenty thousand bullock-loads of grain
in the direction of BIjapur, "riding on horses of wind and
lightning, to bring as quickly as possible succour to the Prince".
At Indi they fought a severe action with the forces of Sharza
Khan and 'Abdur 'Ra'uf, which barred their way to BIjapur.
The escort under Firuz Jang numbered less than one-tenth of
the enemy forces but the latter were repulsed and compelled
to disperse in different directions. Meanwhile, Pern Nayak,
the Zemindar of Wakinkhera, joined the Bijapuris with six
thousand soldiers, swelling their number to about fourteen
thousand. Firuz Jang, undaunted by the superior numbers,
gave them battle, resulting in his final victory and the rout
of the enemy. Firuz Jang re-established the military outpost
of Indi, which was situated on a strategically important site
between Sholapur and BIjapur, and appointed Ttiqad Khan
as the Thanedar.3

With the arrival of Firuz Jang, the whole situation at BIjapur
underwent a change. The disheartened soldiery revived under
the^mulating presence of their hero. When Prince A'zam ap-
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